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Newsletter: March / April 2021 

Upcoming WHDVS AGM 

Thursday 29th April 

Te Awamutu Information Centre 

Thursday 29th April 7pm 
Please bring a plate for supper 



Upcoming  Events. 

. 
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Date Event Place

29th April WHDVS AGM Te Awamutu

2nd May North Island NZCDS 
Meeting

Taupo

12th June NZCDS AGM Palmerston North

Presidents Ponderings and Editors Ramblings: 
Once again, I need to apologise for the lateness of the newsletter, I really do need to 
start thinking about downsizing the amount of volunteer work I do as my job is 
growing in demand and between the ponies and work, there is only limited amounts 
of time that I have – so if anyone if keen to pick up the role of editor for the WHDVS, 
I would be more then welcoming! I can help with the transition, I use a free piece of 
software to produce it so there is no problem with that side of the coin. Please do 
think about it as I feel like its the right time to pass this piece of the puzzle on. Ive 
been editor for quite a number of years now, so it must be time for someone with a 
fresh perspectives turn. 

The season is done and dusted, and what an amazing performance our Waikato 
drivers put on at the NZCDS championships, we had a brilliant turn out representing 
the WHDVS and every single driver has something to be proud of. Well done to 
Kathie and Leanne for taking the championship in Intermediate and Novice classes 
respectively, and a huge congratulations to Lloyd for the great feedback that he 
received about his course building skills and to Yvonne and Kathryn for producing 
the scoring in a professional and very efficient manner. The entire event ran very 
smoothly and the WHDVS and its members have a large part in this, from producing 
stewards to being part of the ground crew. 

Please try come along to the AGM this Thursday, its a lovely chance to reflect on the 
season that was, and to also look forward to the winter ahead -we will try to host a 
few social events over the winter, and if your keen to help host a dinner or event, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Remember the North Island NZCDS meeting on Sunday 2nd May, and then the 
NZCDS AGM in June – again, really important to be part of the conversation around 
the direction of our fabulous sport. Cheers, Jennifer 



WHDVS CDT - April 2021 - Results Report from the April 2021 Meeting

The main topic of discussion was our upcoming CDT being held the weekend following 
the meeting. Most things were in place for the event to run and just a few final t’s to 
cross and i’s to dot and all was ready to go. There will be a final sheet of the results in 
this newsletter as well. I would like to thank all of our members, our neighbours and 
friends who turned up at 8.30am on Sunday morning to help steward for the morning, 
without you, we wouldn’t be able to run the event, so “Thank you very much”
Twilight Club Rallies
These seem to have been doomed this season, either the weather didn’t want us to 
run them or circumstances happened and we weren’t able to run them and with 
daylight savings now ended, we don’t have the daylight to hold them. You never know, 
maybe next season?????
Spit and Polish weekend.
This was run here at our property (Weal’s) over the weekend of 20/21st March, turned 
out to be an excellent weekend, the feedback from those that came has been 
overwhelming with heaps of drivers wanting us to run it again next season, so we will 
look into this again. It was really a stopgap for CDT drivers who had their 
ponies/horses in work for the CDT’s but with the big gap between events, we decided 
to use this weekend to help drivers keep their ponies/horses ticking over and their 
fitness levels up.
WHDVS AGM April 29th, 7.00pm
Burchill Pavilion, 1 Gorst Avenue, Te Awamutu
Plate for supper please.

Next WHDVS meeting is being held April 29th, following our WHDVS AGM which is 
being held at the Burchill Pavilion, 1 Gorst Avenue, Te Awamutu.
Yvonne Weal. (Secretary/treasurer)
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'Spit and Polish' 
Training Weekend

With the gap in the calendar that appeared, the WHDVS decided to run a 
training weekend, specifically for those drivers that are out there and driving at 
CDT events. We were expecting a small handful of locals, and were pleasantly 
surprised to have drivers from all over the island make the trip through to the 
mighty Waikato. 
The weekend focussed on Dressage, Cones and Marathon Obstacle driving. 
Those that managed to nab lessons in the arena with Yvonne enjoyed the 
opportunity to get some arena time in advance of our CDT. I (Jennifer) set up a 
fairly difficult cone course for drivers to have a go at, and set the majority of the 
cones up at 1600mm (200mm clearance), as well as measuring the course and 
setting the speeds that we are anticipating that we have at Taupo. 
The course sparked a lot of discussion, and drivers relished the opportunity to 
give the course a go on multiple occasions - something that we don't get to do 
at a CDT. 
There were three marathon obstacles set up, which were quite varied - we had 
the 'rails' which was set up quite tight, the 'drums' which was set up quite open 
with a few tight spots, and then we had the 'hill' which was set up on a slope 
which drivers had the opportunity to practice driving and turning in an obstacle 
on a sloping hill. 
Lloyd very kindly dished out some tips and instruction for the group in terms of 
angles and positioning in the obstacles, and the improvement in not only times, 
but also the flow and style of how the obstacles were being driven was very 
noticeable between the attempts before and after Lloyds advice which was 
great to see. 

Lloyd, being the busy man he is, had set up a 3km loop across the farm which 
was very similar to the terrain that we will be covering in the course of the 
marathon phase of our upcoming CDT - which everyone took great advantage 
off - I timed the drivers cover the 'marathon' and gave them feedback on their 
timings in terms of CDT - most drivers were hitting their km markers on time, 
and I was seriously impressed with how fit most of the ponies were - more 
then ready for the CDT. 
On the Friday night we enjoyed a pot luck dinner, and cake for Yvonnes 
birthday; it was great to be able to relax without the pressure of the 
competition side of things. On Saturday we enjoyed roast dinners, and 
watched videos that Lloyd and Yvonne had taken from their trip overseas at a 
CDT Championships - which was a real treat for people to enjoy. 
Overall, the weekend was a great opportunity for everyone to enjoy a chilled 
out and relaxed few days - everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and I 
personally saw progression from all the ponies and drivers. It was great to see 
the smiles on the drivers and grooms faces, the ponies enjoying the company 
and also the enthusiasm growing for the upcoming last two CDTs – WHDVS 
and Taupo. 
Fingers crossed we can fit a similar event in next season towards the tail end 
of the events as I feel like it's a great little refresher and I think that everyone 
got a lot out of it. Thanks to everyone that helped make the weekend happen.

'Spit and Polish' 
Training Weekend Cont.


