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A great result for a pre-Christmas event good entries with twenty seven initially entered 
surprising, so close to Christmas (can’t stop these enthusiastic drivers though). For once 

the weather was kind not unlike previous years. Congratulations to the new working commit-
tee for all their hard work - as the saying goes ‘many hands make light work’. 
All  hands will need to be on deck for the next Big One the CDT February 6-7 2021. The club 
is looking for volunteers to help on the Sunday start 8am  to mid-afternoon. 
Please contact Debbie Phelps 027 318 3359 for information..

Karen Kendall driving the flying Chico

Vincelle Marvin driving Shady Lady Steph Mann driving Monteith Ridge Liberty

- Christmas Graded dressaGe -

Karyn McLachlan driving William of Orange



Hello! My name is Kate Tobin. To preface, I know 
nothing about carriages, carriage-driving or the 

competitions involved therein. I’m a professional dres-
sage rider based in Masterton with friends in high places 
(carriage places, that is) so was jointly invited to write 
for the dressage phase of the recent event held at Clare-
ville and ride along for the cones and marathon phases as 
a very squeaky passenger.

I took great pleasure in observing the differences be-
tween standard dressage and carriage dressage - for ex-
ample, I’ve yet to have seen a donkey enter a standard 
dressage arena. However, the similarities between the 
two are pretty clear: immaculately dressed individuals 
with horses of varying levels performing set movements 
in a pleasing, harmonious way. In retrospect, I’ve actu-
ally decided I prefer carriage dressage, because there’s 
a much higher ratio of cute ponies. (In all seriousness, 
though, I had a great and informative day working with 
my lovely judge, and learned a great deal in the pro-
cess.)

I then returned the second day to don a helmet and 
matchy-matchy sweater and placed in a carriage to tackle 
the cones and marathon stages with my pilot Cathy Venn 
and our formidable pony leader Sherwood’s Lady Lol-
lipop. This is the part where I admit I’ve never so much 
as watched a combined drive video on YouTube, so I had 
absolutely no idea what to expect besides the looming 
threat of a water jump somewhere? The cones seemed 
straightforward besides the sensation of being far further 
behind where anyone in control of a horse should ever 

sensibly be. Turns out it really is a lot like showjumping, 
mostly in that I spent the whole time looking intently for 
the next number and hanging on while everyone else did 
all the work.

Then onto the marathon. About this stage I had finally 
clicked that a combined driving event is actually the car-
riage version of eventing and had a vague idea of what to 
expect: galloping. This was about when we proceeded at 
a brisk trot out of the starting gate, and I was informed 
that actually only the hazard sections are timed for speed, 
and the rest is optimum time. This was great, because it 
gave Cathy plenty of time to explain how the marathon 
actually works between hazards. Thankfully she knew 
the course and wasn’t relying on me to actually navigate, 

or we’d still be somewhere out the back of 
Clareville negotiating some flags while I 
squawked with a level of adrenaline that I 
rarely experience on a dressage horse. We 
even got the precise right amount of damp in 
the water jump, which was a spatter of water 
on my running shoes. All in all, an extremely 
fun experience for me.

Many thanks to the club for hosting and wel-
coming me as a volunteer (the food was amaz-
ing), Steph for the invite, my judge Isabel for 
the info (and the fun day), and to Cathy and 
Poppy for a ride that I grinned through. 

From the Outsider’s Pen Article courtesy Kate Tobin 
Photos courtesy Striding Image

a NeW PersPeCtiVe!

The smiles say it all -

“Just a spatter of water on my running shoes.”
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CHRISTMAS GRADED DRESSAGE

Results
dressaGe:
1. ADS TRAINING LEVEL TEST 2:
1st Laura Buckley  Barnsley BJ
2nd Wayne Millar Ollie
3rd Jill Udy  Pippi
4th Karen Kendall Chico

2. NZCDS TRAINING & NoVICE TEST:
1st Karen Kendall Chico
2nd Laura Buckley  Barnsley BJ
3rd Wayne Millar Ollie
4th Cathy Venn Sherwoods Lady Lollipop

3. ADS PRELImINARy LEVEL TEST 3:
1st Rob Marvin Carrot Top
2nd Karyn McLachan  William of Orange
3rd Rob Marvin Ima Vixen
4th Vincelle Marvin Shady Lady

4. BCD TEST NoVICE 80/100 (2013)
1st Rob Marvin Sovereign Santa Maria
2nd Karyn McLachan  William of Orange
3rd Rob Marvin Ima Vixen
4th Helen Paddison Bryn

5. ADS INTERmEDIATE LEVEL 3
1st. Laura Buckley  Comet

6. BCD DRIVEN DRESSAGE TEST 1B (2009)
2nd.  Helen Paddison Bryn

CoNes:
1st Steph Mann Monteith Ridge Liberty
2nd Karen Kendall Chico
3rd Karyn McLachan  William of Orange
4th Vincelle Marvin Shady Lady

sCUrrY:
1st Colleen Constable Bart
2nd Karyn McLachan  William of Orange
3rd Karen Kendall Chico
4th Vincelle Marvin Monsir

BoGeY time triaL:
1st  Vincelle Marvin  
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The smiles say it all -
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Club Days: Pat’s excellent marathon, 
cones and games at December’s club day, 

Clareville, was very well appreciated. How-
ever, there were only five in attendance which 
was a bit disappointing. These numbers are 
fairly typical, and we should have dates up 
sooner, the possibility of a roster system for 
organisation might be good and would help 
prevent the same people having to organise 
each time. 

The next Club Days are JANUARY 16 from 
10am and JANUARY 23 from 10am, both at 
Clareville showgrounds. 
These are WORKING BEES for the equip-
ment ahead of the CDT. 

LookiNG for 
VoLUNteers!!!

Wairarapa Shafts & Wheels Driving Association 
Sunday 7th February 

8.00am until approx 3.00pm

Please contact Debbie Phelps 027 318 3359
if you would like more information 

or would like to help!  

CLUB 
WoRkInG 

BEE
Please Help! 

Workers required to get our 
club equipment tidied up 
and ready for the CD event 
and club days.
Clareville Showgrounds 

Saturday 16 Jan 10am
Saturday 23 Jan 10am

BYO lunch

Many hands 
make light work!

Striding Image
Katrina Watkins our talented young photographer 
has been in attendance at our major events over 

the last few years, come rain or shine. 

Please support Katrina by contacting her for your 
photos either through her Facebook page or email: 

stridingimage@gmail.com

Photography
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